
 
 

  

  



 
 

  

Top 5 Mistakes People Make When Moving To Sicily 

 

Hey there! 

Thanks so much for stopping by and downloading this guide. 

Sicily is a land of breathtaking beauty, rich culture, and endless 

opportunities for a slower, more fulfilling way of life. 

However, making the move can come with unexpected challenges.  

Whether you’re enchanted by the sun-soaked coastlines, historic towns, or 

the idea of a Mediterranean lifestyle, transitioning to life here requires 

careful planning and an open mind. 

This guide highlights the most common mistakes people make when 

relocating to Sicily, and offers actionable advice to help you avoid them, 

ensuring a smoother and more rewarding experience. 

Let's dive in… 
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1.  Romanticizing Life Without Research 

It’s easy to fall in love with the idea of Sicily.  Who wouldn’t be captivated 

by images of vibrant markets, ancient ruins, and charming cobblestone 

streets? However, there’s a significant difference between visiting Sicily as 

a tourist and living here day-to-day.  Many newcomers romanticize the 

lifestyle without fully understanding the complexities of living on this island. 

Sicily’s beauty is undeniable, but life here isn’t always postcard-perfect.  

Infrastructure can be inconsistent, especially in rural areas.  Public 

transportation may not be as reliable as you’d hope, particularly if you’re 

used to fast, efficient systems in larger cities.  Job opportunities can also be 

scarce unless you’re already retired, working remotely, or have a specific 

plan in place. 

Cultural differences also play a huge role in daily life.  Sicilians prioritize 

family, tradition, and leisure in ways that may feel unfamiliar.  Without doing 

proper research, the reality of adapting to this slower pace and different 

way of life might come as a shock. 



 
 

  

 Pro Tip:  Before committing to the move, spend at least three to six 

months in Sicily.  Choose a variety of locations to explore—from 

bustling cities like Palermo and Catania to smaller towns and villages.  

Talk to expats who have already made the transition, as well as 

locals who can provide valuable insights.  Look beyond the romantic 

imagery to understand the practicalities and challenges. 

 

2.  Expecting Housing To Be A Breeze 

Finding a home in Sicily often proves more complicated than people 

anticipate.  While the cost of living is relatively low, the housing market can 

present its own set of challenges.  Desirable areas, especially near the 

coast or in popular tourist towns, tend to have competitive rental and real 

estate markets.  Online property listings can sometimes be outdated or 

misleading, and scams targeting foreign renters are not uncommon. 

 



 
 

  

Moreover, the quality of housing may not always align with modern 

expectations.  Older properties often come with quirks, such as unreliable 

plumbing, outdated wiring, or a lack of central heating.  Renovating these 

properties can be rewarding but also expensive and time-consuming. 

Language barriers can complicate communication with landlords and real 

estate agents, and without local connections, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed 

by the process.  It’s also worth noting that in smaller towns, long-term rental 

options may be limited, and leases can involve unexpected requirements. 

 Pro Tip:  Work with trusted local real estate agents who understand 

the market and can guide you through the process.  Avoid relying 

solely on online listings—instead, visit properties in person whenever 

possible.  It’s also a good idea to have a backup plan for temporary 

housing, such as an Airbnb or short-term rental, while you search for 

a more permanent home.  Be patient and flexible with your 

expectations. 

 

 



 
 

  

3.  Assuming Everyone Speaks English 

Although English is widely taught in schools and spoken in tourist-heavy 

areas, it’s not as commonly used in everyday life, especially in smaller 

towns and rural communities.  Many newcomers assume they can get by 

without learning Italian, only to find that language barriers make simple 

tasks—like grocery shopping, visiting the doctor, or completing 

paperwork—far more challenging. 

Sicilians are generally warm and welcoming, but making an effort to 

communicate in their language is seen as a sign of respect.  Even basic 

Italian skills can go a long way in building connections and navigating daily 

life.  It’s also worth noting that Sicilian dialects differ from standard Italian, 

adding another layer of linguistic complexity. 

 Pro Tip:  Start learning Italian as early as possible, even before your 

move.  Apps like Duolingo or Babbel are great for beginners, and 

language schools or tutors can help deepen your knowledge.  

Practice key phrases and expressions that will help you in everyday 

interactions, such as ordering at a café or asking for directions.  

Embracing the language will not only make life easier but also enrich 

your experience of Sicilian culture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  

 
 

4.  Misjudging The Cost Of Living 

Sicily is often considered an affordable destination, especially compared to 

northern Italy or other parts of Europe.  However, many newcomers 

underestimate the full scope of expenses associated with living here.  

While rent and groceries are relatively cheap, hidden costs like car 

insurance, property taxes, and winter heating can add up quickly. 

If you're buying an older property, renovation and maintenance costs can 

be significant. 

Transportation is another factor to consider.  Public transit is limited in rural 

areas, making car ownership almost essential.  Fuel prices and 

maintenance fees can strain your budget if not accounted for.  Additionally, 

healthcare and other bureaucratic processes may involve fees that catch 

expats off guard. 



 
 

  

 Pro Tip:  Create a comprehensive budget that includes all potential 

expenses, from utilities and transportation to healthcare and taxes.  

Research the costs specific to your chosen area, as they can vary 

widely across the island.  To save money, embrace local markets for 

fresh produce and consider energy-efficient upgrades to reduce 

heating costs in winter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5.  Not Embracing The Sicilian Pace Of Life 

One of the most distinctive aspects of Sicilian culture is its relaxed 

approach to time.  Life here moves at a slower pace, with long midday 

breaks, leisurely meals, and a general lack of urgency.  While this lifestyle 

is part of Sicily’s charm, it can be frustrating for those accustomed to fast-

paced environments or strict schedules. 

 



 
 

  

For example, shops and offices often close for several hours in the 

afternoon, and making appointments or completing repairs can take longer 

than expected.  Newcomers who resist this slower rhythm may find 

themselves constantly stressed or annoyed. 

 Pro Tip:  Shift your mindset and learn to embrace the pace.  Use 

downtime to enjoy a leisurely walk, connect with neighbors, or savor 

a coffee at a local bar.  Over time, you’ll likely come to appreciate the 

slower rhythm as one of the island’s greatest gifts.  Patience and 

adaptability are essential for settling in successfully. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonus:  Underestimating Cultural Differences 

Moving to Sicily is more than just a change of address—it’s a shift in 

lifestyle.  Sicilian culture is deeply rooted in tradition, family, and 

community.  From festive local events to the importance of food in social 

gatherings, life here is rich with meaning but also very different from what 

many newcomers are used to. 



 
 

  

Social norms, such as greetings and hospitality, may require some 

adjustment.  For instance, it’s common to greet everyone in a room 

individually, even if you’re just entering a café.  Dining etiquette, shopping 

habits, and even the concept of personal space may feel unfamiliar at first. 

 Pro Tip:  Observe and adapt.  Take the time to learn about Sicilian 

customs and participate in local traditions.  Attend village festivals, 

explore regional cuisine, and connect with your community.  Being 

open and curious will help you build meaningful relationships and 

truly feel at home in Sicily. 

 

 
 

Contact & Follow Us 

For more tips, insights, and stories about life in Sicily, visit our site.  Have a 

question or need help with something?  Let us know, and we'll help all we 

can.  Let’s connect and chat about Sicily. 

 

Wishing you all the best! 

Croce & Carol Amato 

https://sicilianlife.com/ 

 


